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He Is Living 


A Roman magistrate greets a Christian prisoner, standing in the 
dock, with these words: “| sentence you to death as a follower 
of the Nazarene.” But the prisoner looks unflinchingly into the 
eyes of the magistrate and replies, “Sir, death is dead. It no 
longer has power to make me afraid. Our divine Master has 
conquered death and the grave. He said to us, ‘Be not afraid 
of them that kill the body, and after that have no more that they 
can do.’ “’ {So Rome lost the one instrument by which it had 
hoped to put fear into the hearts of these Christians. Little 
wonder that within three hundred years the cross of the despised 
Galilean took precedence over the Roman eagle. {[To this day 
the most convincing evidence for the resurrection of Christ is 
men and women whose lives bear witness to his living reality. 
When we meet such Christians, no matter how humble their 
station in life, we simply cannot believe that they worship a dead 
Jesus. They reflect something of the radiance and glory of the 
risen Christ. “He is not here, but is risen,” said the angel on 
the first Easter morn. He is not here in this cold tomb with the 
graveclothes and the habiliments of death. He is risen. From 
henceforth he is living in the hearts of men and women who 
will receive him. 


—JOHN SUTHERLAND BONNELL in Heaven and Hell, What Can You Believe 
About Them? published by Abingdon Press, Nashville and New York. 











Letters to the Editors 





Celebrating 200th Year, Why 100th in 1961? 





The Centennial 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Our New Hope Presbyterian Church 
(Orange, N. C.) is celebrating its 200th 
anniversary this year and it seems in- 
congruous to think of celebrating our de- 
nomination’s 100th anniversary in 1961. 
I think whatever celebration is planned 
should, as E. T. Thompson suggests (Ovurt- 
LOOK, Mar. 12), include the whole history 
of Presbyterianism in the South. Any 
other course of action would seem absurd 
to a congregation such as ours. 

Ruths S. (Mrs. John EB.) Enstcn. 
Rt. 2, Chapel Hill, N. C. 


Gift from Africa 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


I thought you would be interested in 
the news that Stillman College has re- 
ceived $600 as a contribution from the 
Luebo Presbytery in Congo Belge, Africa 
(our Congo mission). Seldom have our 
hearts been more greatly warmed by any- 
thing. 

We expect to use this gift in the renova- 
tion and modernization of our old dormi- 
tory, Winsborough Hall, and will mark 
the room as the gift of the Luebo Pres- 
bytery.... 

SAMUEL B. Hay, President. 
Stillman College, Tuscaloosa, Ala. 


Ministers’ Addresses 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Every minister is hereby given oppor- 
tunity to make certain that his mailing 
address will appear correctly in the Alpha- 
betical List of Ministers in Part II of 
the General Assembly Minutes. This vol- 
ume is now being prepared for publica- 
tion. Anyone who has reason to believe 
his address is not correctly reported to 
this office, or wishes to report a change 
in address, may do so by using a postal 
card. This should be done at once. The 
same course can be followed for reporting 
earned and honorary doctor’s degrees. 
Stated Clerks of presbyteries are very busy 
with other duties and may not have been 





RADIO 


Presbyterian U. S. Series 
THE PROTESTANT HOUR 


Sunday, April 1 


Topic: 


“Christ’s Bless- 
ing for Modern 
Believers”’ 


Speaker 
Dr. David L. 
Stitt 





Consult Local Stations for Time 
Write for copies of Messages 


Division of Radio and Television 
Presbyterian Church in the United States 
Atlanta, Georgia 





able to contact every man. The invest- 
ment of 2 cents and a minute of time may 
be the difference between correct or in- 
correct addresses for many. 

E. C. Scort, Stated Clerk. 
341 A Ponce de Leon Avenue, N.E. 
Atlanta 8, Georgia 


The New College 


To THE OUTLOOK: 
I think you have done a swell job of 
reporting on the college (March 19).... 
HaroLp J. DupLEy, Executive Secretary. 
Synod of North Carolina, Raleigh. 





Thank you so much for the splendid 
article in the March 19 issue. It is very 
well done indeed and I am sure will be 
of great aid to our cause.... 

Wrir1AM H. Neat, Chairman 

Board of Trustees 
Consolidated Presbyterian College of N. C., 
Winston-Salem, N. C. 


NCC Distortions 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


Your editorial on “Mr. Pew and the 
NCC” (OvuTLOOK, Mar. 5) highlights the 
distortions and misunderstandings of the 
National Council of Churches. I believe 
a major effort is needed to interpret the 
NCC to ministers and laymen. 

I would like to suggest that you publish 
a series of articles on the NCC. Among 
the distortions that need to be corrected 
is the idea I have encountered that the 
NCC is seeking to unite all Protestants in 
one denomination. Another thing that 
needs to be explained is the procedure 
followed in new communities where de- 
nominations voluntarily agree not to com- 
pete in establishing churches (comity). 

KENNETH C. HOLMSTRUP. 
yreeneville, Tenn. 





The editorial on the so-called layman’s 
report packed a solar plexus punch. 
Don BOLrEs. 
National Council Public Relations, 
New York, N. Y. 


Support Follows Program 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Have you had any reader reaction to 
the book, Church and Campus? (OvTLooK, 
Jan. 23) 

From reading the book I gained the 
impression that its writers believe the 
future of the church-related colleges de- 
pends upon the action of the churches. 
The general tone is one of criticism of the 
churches and appeals for their support. 
I have a definite conviction that the fu- 
ture of the churches depends upon the 
support of the colleges and that there 
should be a critical appraisal of the col- 
leges and an appeal for their support of 


the fundamental program of the churches. 

Here is another of your “hen or egg” 
situations. Col. Miller posed the questions 
in his final paragraph. I'll start it off 
by voting for the “hen,” a college pro- 
gram designed to approve, defend, and 
advance the program of the church. (Col- 
leges that are “vital centers of higher 
education that will serve the same func- 
tion in the years ahead that the Academy 
of Geneva served in the last half of the 
sixteenth century and that Princeton 
served in the last half of the eighteenth 
century” (Church and Campus, page 46). 

H. GLENN STEPHENS. 

Frankfort, Ky. 





MODERATORS’ ITINERARY 





U.S. 

J. McDowell Richards, Columbia Sem- 
inary, Decatur, Ga. 

Mar. 23, Presidential inauguration, Hamp- 
den-Sydney College. 

Mar. 25, First church, Atlanta, Ga., a.m.; 
Memorial Drive church, Atlanta, p.m. 

Apr. 1, Sunrise service, Decatur, Ga. 

Apr. 4, Presidential inauguration, Union 
Seminary in Va. 

Apr. 8, Huntsville, Ala. 

Apr. 9, Idlewild church, Memphis, Tenn. 

Apr. 10, Chapel, Southwestern at Mem- 
phis. 

Apr. 15, Pan-Presbyterian service, First 
church, Baton Rouge, La. 

Apr. 15, Men’s rally, St. Louis, Mo. 

Apr. 17, St. Louis Presbytery. 

Apr. 22, First church, Gainesville, Fla. 

Apr. 29, Euchee Valley, Fla., a.m.; Men 
of Florida Presbytery, afternoon; De- 
Funiak Springs, Fla., p.m. 

May 6, Fayetteville, W. Va., a.m.; Blue- 
field, Va., p.m. 

May 7, Bluestone Presbytery. 

May 11, Stillman College, Tuscaloosa, Ala. 

May 12, Synod’s Men, Savannah, Ga. 

May 13, First church, Savannah, a.m.; 
Hull Memorial, p.m. 

May 20, First church, St. Petersburg, Fla. 

May 24-29, USA Assembly, Philadelphia. 

May 31-, U. S. Assembly, Montreat. N. C. 


USA 

Paul S. Wright, 1200 S. W. Alder St., Port- 
land 5, Ore. 

Apr. 8, Denver, Colo. 

Apr. 9, Colorado Springs, Colo. 

Apr. 11, Boise, Idaho. 

Apr. 12, Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Apr. 13, Ogden, Utah. 

Apr. 15, Crosby, N. D.; Bismarck, N. D. 

Apr 16, Jamestown, N. D. 

Apr. 17, Aberdeen, S. D. 

Apr. 18, Huron, S. D. 

Apr. 19, Austin, Minnesota. 

Apr. 22, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Apr. 23-25, Conference of Northwest Di- 
rectors of Christian Education. 

Apr. 27, Seattle, Washington. 

May 7-11, McCormick Seminary, Chicago, 
pilot school for the in-service training 
of ministers. 

May 13, Wooster, Ohio. 

May 16, Bethlehem, Pa. 

May 19, Arrival in Philadelphia for the 
Assembly. 





Presbyterian © Coeducational 


Catalog and illustrated booklet. 





KING COLLEGE 


* 
Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. 
accredited. Four-year liberal arts, sciences, business, education. ' 
FOUR TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS: (1) Competitive, (2) Academic, | 
(3) Grant in Aid, (4) Renumerative Work. 
letics. Dormitories. Summer session. Board, room, and tuition $795. 


R. T. L. LISTON, President, Box P, Bristol, Tenn. 


Founded 1867 
Fully ; 


Sixty-acre campus. Ath- 
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VISITORS TO RUSSIA SEEK TO 
CLARIFY THEIR GOOD INTENTIONS 


While nine American churchmen talk- 
ed with leaders of the Christian church 
in Russia, forty six “leading clergymen, 
deans, professors, priests and pastors” 
from related traditions released a protest 
in the U. S. A. 

These churchmen from Croatia, Es- 
tonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Slovakia and 
the Ukraine sent a strongly-worded pro- 
test to the American press, looking upon 
the conversations in Russia “‘with unut- 
terable sadness.” They declared that 
the situation of churchmen under the 
Soviet regime ‘‘compels them to lie, to 
distort their functions and to become 
obedient instruments in the furtherance 
of the Soviet expansion.” This, they 
said, “is something so horrible that we, 
when given even the remotest opportunity, 
have risked all in order to flee this role.” 

The signers of the protest did not in- 
dicate why they waited until the visit 
in Moscow was in progress to declare 
their opposition instead in the months 
before when the plan was announced. 


Not From the Government 


Meanwhile, the American delegation 
in Moscow was doing its best to make it 
clear that it was representing American 
Christians and their churches and was 
not some instrument of the government 
in a diplomatic move. Eugene Carson 
Blake, as president of the National 
Council of Churches, said upon arrival 
in Moscow: 

“The relationships of our churches have 
not been as close as they ought to be, 
partly because of the ancient schism of 
Christianity. This division of the one, 
holy, Catholic church is partly responsible 
for our lack of acquaintance with each 
other. 

“Notwithstanding our real differences, 
it is even more important today than it 
has ever been that all those who confess 
their faith in Jesus Christ as Divine Lord 
and Savior should know each other in 
Christian fraternity and love. 

“May the peace of God which passeth 
all understanding keep our hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his son, Jesus Christ our Lord.” 


Stop in Czechoslovakia 

The party was afforded an unexpected 
visit with Christian leaders in Czech- 
oslovakia. Arriving in Prague en route 
to Moscow, the churchmen were greeted 
by an eight-man delegation, headed by 
Bishop John, head of the Eastern Ortho- 
dox church in Czechoslovakia, together 


with ministers of the Evangelical Church 
of Czech Brethren (Presbyterian) and 
Methodist. They discovered that ar- 
rangements had been made for an over- 
night stay in Prague. At a dinner that 
evening Bishop John said, “One thing 
that unites us is our love of mankind and 
we in Czechoslovakia desire to live in 
love and peace with other countries and 
believe that Americans have the same 
desire.” Dr. Blake reciprocated the good 
wishes. 

The largest Protestant groups in the 
USSR are the Estonian and Latvian Lu- 
therans numbering more than two mil- 
lion. Others are the Reformed (Presby- 
terians) and the Evangelical Baptists. 
Russian Orthodox strength is estimated 
at more than fifty million. 


Purposes Are Listed 

As conversations got underway in 
Moscow at the residence of Patriarch 
Alexi, Dr. Blake emphasized, “Our mis- 
sion to you is a church mission, not a 
subsidiary supplement to national diplo- 
macy. 


“We come without any instructions 


from our government. We are under no 
obligation to report to the government 
upon our return. We are here as church- 
men with a dedicated loyalty to the risen 
Christ. It is in the context of the Chris- 
tian gospel, and the bearing of that gospel 
upon the conduct of men and of nations, 
that we embark upon these conversa- 
tions. ... 


“The clarification of our respective 
views on such questions as the freedom 
of the churches to fulfill their mission, 
theological trends, Christian literature, 
world justice and peace, the Christian 
faith and science, and the relation between 
the churches in the United States and 
those in the Soviet Union, will contribute 
toward a better understanding of the 
many problems with which the churches 
are confronted in these perilous days. ... 


“Despite their radically different set- 
tings in history, their different traditions 
and circumstances (the churches in the 
U. S. A. and in the Soviet Union) look 
to the same Lord and Master. What we 
have in common as God’s gift is, there- 
fore, of the utmost importance because it 
is concerned with the understanding of 
history, of the nature of man, of human 
destiny, and of how God rules and what 
he requires of men. 

“We have both shared the heritage of 
the Prince of Peace for more than nine- 
teen centuries. Surely this heritage and 
our common loyalty to his gospel and to 
the universal church will enable us to 
stand together for peace and for the free- 
dom and justice without which peace is 
neither good nor right.” 


Top Church Awards Given 
For Modern Architecture 


ATLANTA, GA. (RNS)—For the second 
consecutive year modern designs took all 
top awards at the annual competition 
sponsored by the Church Architectural 
Guild of America. 

Arland A. Dirlam of Boston, chairman 
of the awards jury, said that no example 
of Gothic or Colonial design was given 
a prize. 

Winning designs, however, were “more 
conservative than in the past,” he said. 

The awards, in five categories, were 
announced at the National Joint Con- 
ference on Church Architecture here 
sponsored by the guild and the National 
Council of Churches’ Bureau of Church 
Building. More than 400 church design- 
ers and architects attended the meeting. 

First Evangelical United Brethren 
church, Santa Anna, Calif., won top 
honors in the Combined Master Plan 
category for its architect, Frederick 
Hodgson. This was the first year that 
awards were made in this division. 


In the large churches classification 
(over 300 capacity), no first prize was 
announced. Second prize was won by 
the Navy Chapel, Miramar, Calif., de- 
signed by Richard J. Neutra. 

For churches seating less than 300, top 
honors were awarded Vero Beach Pres- 
byterian, Vero Beach, Fla. Harold E. 
Wagoner of Philadelphia was the ar- 
chitect. 

First Methodist church of Honolulu, 
T.H., was named for its best religious 
education facilities. Alfred Preis sub- 
mitted the design. 

Most Entries 

Two hundred designs were submitted 
in the contest, the greatest number since 
the guild began making the awards 16 
years ago. 

Dr. Dirlam said the winning designers 
were not straining for the unusual. 

“There’s flowline in their designs, a 
real sense of beauty,” he commented. 
“They've gotten away from the factory 








or commercial sort of thing and have 
caught the atmosphere of worship neces- 
sary in religious architecture.” 

Architects were told that they should 
seek to understand the true nature of the 
church, its reasons for being and its re- 
lation to society before trying to design 
a church building. 

Walter A. Taylor, a leading church 
architect of Washington, D. C., said that 
churchmen and designers should share 
the blame for what he called the “failure” 
to construct worshipful churches. He 
chided architcets for considering ‘“archi- 
tecture as architecture” and not ‘“archi- 
tecture as a religious expression.” 

In a workshop session it was declared 
that church architects are working over- 
time to provide parking space. Nearly 
all blueprints of future churches dis- 
played at the conference contained pro- 
visions for parking. 


Sacred-Secular Split 

The church architect was described by 
Clifford L. Stanley of Virginia Theologi- 
cal Seminary (Episcopal), as “the most 
tragic victim’ of a split between the 
“sacred” and the “secular.” The prob- 
lem of church architects and designers, 
he said, is part of the wider problem of 
“cultural dislocation and schizophrenia.” 

“There can be no religious architec- 
ture,” he said, “only architectural archi- 
tecture.” 

Advising architects to express “who 
we are and what life means to us,” he 
praised the ‘“‘courage reflected in some 
daring, flashing structures that are be- 
ginning to multiply.” 

Calling for closer collaboration between 
architect and artist, Marvin P. Halver- 
son, director of the department of wor- 
ship and the arts of the National Council 
of Churches, said that Protestantism in 
the last 30 years has accorded only the 
slightest recognition to world-renowned 
painters and sculptors. Roman Catholic 
and Jewish buildings, he said, are doing 
better. 


Billions Being Spent 

Church construction this year will pass 
the $900,000,000 mark, officials predict- 
ed, with more than $7 billions to be spent 
on church building in the next ten years. 

The trend toward contemporary design 
was marked, not only by Dr. Dirlam, 
former president of the guild, but also 
by C. Harry Atkinson, director of the 
bureau of architecture of the National 
Council of Churches. Both agreed that 
the tendency is caused largely by a “flight 
to the suburbs” where churchgoers prefer 
functional houses of worship that are 
less expensive than the more traditional 
types. 

Dr. Dirlam said that because these 
functional structures are “built from the 
inside out with a view to serving the re- 
ligious, educational, and_ recreational 
needs of parishoners,” they are becom- 


4 


ing “family institutions in the real sense 
of the word.” 

“In many places,” he said, ‘churches 
are reverting to the days of old New 
England when the church was the pivotal 
spot about which the life of the com- 
munity revolved. No longer is the church 
door locked; this is the day of the open- 
door church, used seven days a week by 
the whole family unit.” 


Other Trends Noted 


In addition to the trend toward con- 
temporary design (noted in 35% of all 
churches now being built), Dr. Dirlam 
pointed to three other major concerns 
confronting church builders. 

They are, he said, the problem of mak- 
ing churches “the most effective possible 
means of communicating our Christian 
faith,” the rebirth of interest in the fine 
arts and their role in the furtherance of 
faith, and the need for general recognition 
that the church as an institution is vital 
to city planning. 


70,000 Suburban 
Churches Needed 


New York (rNs)—At least 70,000 
new suburban churches may have to be 
built in the next 20 years as a result 
of the increasing population shift, ac- 
cording to the Bulletin of the American 
Association of Fund-Raising Counsel. 

The Bulletin cited estimates that the 
suburban population, which now stands 
at 45,100,000, will reach 83,400,000 by 


1975. 


Dr. Robinson Will 
Not Be Nominated 


New York (RNS)—James H. Robin- 
son, Negro pastor of the Church of the 
Master here, has asked officials of the 
Presbytery of New York not to nominate 
him for moderator of the Presbyterian, 
USA, General Assembly. 

A spokesman for Dr. Robinson said 
he also had written the Hudson Presby- 
tery in upstate New York asking that it 
withdraw a resolution adopted earlier 
favoring his nomination. 

At the time of the Hudson Presbytery’s 
action, church officials in Philadelphia 
said that so far as they knew no Negro 
had ever been nominated for Moderator 
of the denomination. 


Atlanta Store Head 


New manager of Atlanta’s Presbyte- 
rian bookstore is James Howard Mont- 
gomery of Ft. Worth, Texas. He suc- 
ceeds Paul Newey who resigned after two 
years with the new Atlanta store. 

Mr. Montgomery is with the industrial 
engineering department of Convair air- 
craft manufacturers and formerly was 
a personnel manager for Bell Telephone 
Co. 


New York Presbytery 
Approves Big Program 


New York (RNS)—A $5,000,000 pro- 
gram and building-expansion plan was 
adopted here by representatives of the 
62 churches and two missions making up 
the Presbytery of New York, USA. 

Principal features of the program are 
interracial work among Negroes and 
Puerto Rican; the establishment, relo- 
cation, and rehabilitation of churches in 
three of the city’s five boroughs—Man- 
hattan, the Bronx, and Staten Island 
(Richmond)—and the reactivation of 
community houses in several neighbor- 
hoods. 

Paul S. Heath, general presbyter, said 
“no church can survive in our city which 
does not meet the present-day needs of 
our population.” 

In a few years, he pointed out, a grow- 
ing population of non-white and non- 
North American peoples will be the dom- 
inant groups in the city’s life. 

“Unless churches are relocated,” Dr. 
Heath said, “many new housing areas 
will be left without Protestant witness for 
a generation.” 

The presbytery voted to launch imme- 
diately, a Progress Fund Campaign to 
raise the $5,000,000 required. 

Among the projects approved are $1,- 
435,000 to build and renovate churches 
at new housing projects; $660,000 to 
meet problems arising from the influx of 
Puerto Ricans; $1,100,000 for church 
restoration and upkeep; $660,000 for 
youth work; $1,000,000 for care of the 
aged; and $100,000 to build a new center 
for the presbytery. 








Reader’s Forum 


Pet Peeves from 
Pulpit and Platform 


UNNECESSARY ADDITIONS 


Benedictions: THE OvuTLooK (Jan. 
19) has already printed one, in the 
Mosaic Benediction. Here are others: 
The Apostolic Benediction (2 Cor. 
13:14) is far too often given, ‘“The grace 
of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of 
God and the (fellowship and) com- 
munion of the Holy Ghost be with you 
all.” Or, in the rsv: ‘The grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with vou all”—but not to have the forms 
mixed. 

And note the beautiful benediction in 
Jude (24, 25): “Now unto him that is 
able to keep you from falling, and to 
present you faultless before the presence 
of his glory with exceeding (great) joy, 
to the only wise God our Savior be glory 
and majesty, dominion and power, both 
now and forever. Amen.” 

In each case, the words in parentheses 
should not be added. 
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WE COME NOW TO EASTER 


E COME NOW to Easter. Christ 

has been crucified and lies buried 
in the church. We shall go there today, 
as our custom is, and call upon his name. 
“Lord, Lord,” we shall say, and we shall 
sing, “He is risen!” But then, unless a 
miracle happens—and there’s always 
room for miracles—we shall hear the 
benediction, pass slowly out-of-doors, 
shut up the church, and leave him em- 
tombed for another week. We have been 
doing this for a long time. It may be, 
of course, that this is the year of the Lord. 
But, here in the presence of our dead 
Savior, we may as well be honest with 
ourselves: we haven’t done much to en- 
tice him from the tomb. 


On the contrary, in one way or an- 
other, we have piled the stones upon 
him. 

We have complacently assumed that we 
had him with us, that, even though our 
lives might make a mockery of his, nev- 
ertheless, he was up there, beside the 
throne of God, pleading our cause. He 
had told us to be perfect, like our Father 
in Heaven, but of course he couldn’t have 
meant it. Did we not come together in 
his name every week, and had he not 
promised to be with those who did this? 
But what did he mean by his ‘“‘name’’? 
Did he mean “Jesus”? 


In the parable of the Last Judgment, 
he said that those who had helped others 
in need had done so in his name, though 
he did not contradict these blessed ones 
when they said they had never heard of 
him. We hadn’t thought about that. 
Furthermore, we had complacently as- 
sumed that he was with our church, and 
most certainly with our denomination. 
But that he might really have loved the 
world, as John said—well, we read the 
words but did not take them in. 


Church Is a Means 


So, we have buried him by our concern 
for the church—the earthly church, the 
local church, as if this church had a life 
of its own apart from the lives of the 
people within it. We have often worked 
hard for this church; it was a legacy 
handed down to us by our fathers; our 
pride, our self-respect was involved. Yet 
the church, however valuable it may be 
as a means, is no end. By means of it 
we may come into the fellowship of the 
saints; by means of it we may come to 
a chicken supper, or even to the self- 
righteous knowledge that we have con- 
tributed more to benevolences than any- 
body else. 





MR. DABBS is well known to readers of these 
columns for his stimulating articles. He is 
an elder, a retired college professor, of 
Mayesville, S. C. 
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By JAMES McBRIDE DABBS 


Most of all, we have buried him 
under a welter of words. It has been 
very easy to say good things. 


The words “Lord, Lord” ring sooth- 
ingly in the ears on a sabbath morning. 
It has been very easy, and very safe, to 
insist upon generalities, upon abstrac- 
tions. We have considered the eternal 
truths for more Sundays than we can 
remember. But what is an eternal truth 
in a world of time unless it is exemplified 
in a temporal situation? We have agreed 
with everything Jesus said—with every- 
thing the Bible said; but what have we 
done about it? The eternal truths may 
be true, but Thoreau was speaking to the 
point when he said that ‘most men ... 
have somewhat hastily concluded that it 
is the chief end of man here to ‘glorify 
God and enjoy him forever.’ ” 

I think we have buried him too by 
preaching that we are saved by his death. 
Oh, of course, we are always faintly con- 
scious that he is supposed to have risen 
from the dead. But mainly it was his 
death that saved us. Think of it. Saved 
by the death of love! We are saved 
because love cannot die. Love outlives 
the world. 

How far from home, in a world of mor- 

tal burdens, 

Is love, that may not die, and is forever 

young! 

But this is earthly love, you say. I doubt 
if there’s any such thing. Love is un- 
earthly; and, because it is, those who are 
consumed by it pass beyond the borders 
of earth and the limits of time. But we 
have supposed we are saved, not by love 
—love in us—but by the death of Jesus 
nineteen hundred years ago. We have 
therefore left him in the tomb. And 
where else should he be buried but in the 
church which bears his name? 


What Is His Resurrection? 

But this is Easter and he is supposed 
to rise today. If he rises, it must be 
in your heart and in mine, for there’s 
nowhere else—on earth—for him to 
go. And what is his resurrection in 
our hearts? Jt is our realization of 
his spirit. Speaking of the appearance 
of Jesus to the disciples after his cru- 
cifixion, Bridges says that their “vision 
of him then was his victory over 
death.” So it is now. So far as you 
and I are concerned, if he is to come 
forth from his tomb, it can be only by our 
realization that he has come forth. And 
this is no mere intellectual agreement; we 
are talking of life and death. This is 
the deep conviction that such a love as 
his cannot die, that love cannot die, but, 


like the fabled phoenix of old, forever 
arises from ashes. 

How can we come to such a conviction ? 
Well, if it were not for the grace of God 
in our hearts, we should never get there. 
“We love him because he first loved us,” 
said the Beloved Disciple; and, in a 
sense, it is always true that our love is 
a response to love, that we love others 
because they love us. So our parents 
love us, and we return their love, and 
may pass from this limited love to a love 
of mankind. Nevertheless, we are not 
entirely dependent upon others, for we 
are born with a need for love and a need 
to love: God’s love is in the child from 
the very beginning. As he loves, and is 
loved, he is convinced of love’s value. It 
may bring him trouble and pain, but 
only as a part of life; and it is life that 
life wants. If we hold to love long 
enough, if we hold on with the heart, 
we shall find some Easter morning that 
Christ has arisen, and is alive within us. 


But if this is to happen, we must 
follow where love leads us, which is 
where it led him. 


Jesus loved his family. He was obe- 
dient to his parents—until the time came 
for him to enter the larger world. Look- 
ing about him then, he saw in every man 
and woman his brother and sister; and 
for them he was willing to risk the dis- 
approval of his own family. His love 
took him into the world. 


Why Did He Come Back? 


And it brought him back into the world 
after the crucifixion. What had he to 
come back for? Whom had he to 
come back to? His closest friends, his 
most devoted followers, had failed him. 
Yet he came back to them, and, without 
one word of blame, he asked them to take 
up the work where they had laid it down. 
You remember, he asked Peter if he loved 
him; and Peter, responding in his heart 
to the greatness of Jesus and knowing 
that Jesus would not fling the words back 
in his face, replied simply, ‘‘Yea, Lord, 
thou knowest that I love thee.” 

This is the love that cannot die; and 
it is the love that must arise in our hearts 
if Jesus is to come forth from the tomb: 
a love for all men; a love that rises 
above the bitterest disappointment. Its 
symbol is the open hand; the open heart. 
The hand extended with the gift of 
goods, or better still, with the gift of 
goodness itself, the gift of the giver. 
The heart open to the faintest breaths of 
love which blow like hints of spring 
from the wintry world; open, too, to 
give back to the world, lavishly and un- 
remittingly, the gift of love. The gen- 
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@ An Easter Meditation 


Christ Is Risen—For What? 


Each Easter Sunday millions of people 
crowd the churches of the United States 
to form the largest congregation of the 
year. At some time during the service 
the words resound, in Scripture reading 
or creedal cant, ‘““The third day he rose 
again from the dead.” 


The cadence of this great affirmation 
of faith sound in an atmosphere fraught 
with exuberant color. At the close of the 
service the throng files out of the sanc- 
tuary. Active members of the church 
walk side by side with a host of church 
alumni who have come at Eastertime to 
pay their annual homage to the Risen 
One. 

In the concerned and reflective mind 
the thought is awakened: Christ is risen 
—but, for what? 

One thing is sure. Christianity is the 
religion of the Resurrection. A study 
of the New Testament makes it quite 
clear that the Gospels were written back- 
wards. Each narrative of the life of 
Christ was composed in the context of 
the rising from the dead. The story of 
Jesus from Bethlehem to Golgatha is a 
tale which gets its meaning from the 
certainty, ““The Lord is risen indeed.” 
Beyond all ancient myths of life’s rhyth- 
mic renewal, and Homer’s “rosy-fingered 
dawn” that heralds the springtime, stands 
this trumpet-like declaration of Christian 
faith, with its vast historical and cosmic 
import: “He ascended into Heaven and 





DR. MACKAY, the president of Princeton 
Seminary, is also president of the Presbyte- 
rian World Alliance and president of the 
International Missionary Council. 


erous, the magnanimous heart. The 
heart whose systole and diastole is love. 


The Open Church 


And, beyond the open hand and the 
open heart, as a more splendid symbol, 
stands the open church. Do we really 
expect a person like Jesus to stay within 
the walls of the church? The only way 
to keep him there is to keep him buried. 
(That’s why we keep him buried.) What 
would he want to rise for if he can only 
attend services on Sunday, and hear the 
unctuous words ‘‘Lord, Lord,” and then 
be left to sit there by himself for a whole 
week until another Sunday comes round? 
But if we open the doors and let him out, 
be assured he will rise and walk by our 
side, to comfort and to warn. He will 
never do it if we keep the doors closed, 
closed against anyone of any condition 
or race who is lonely and seeks his help. 

We come now to Easter. Will the Day 
Star arise in our hearts? Let us open 
the doors and see. 
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By JOHN A. MACKAY 


sitteth at the right hand of God, the 
Father Almighty. From thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead.” 

But for what did Christ rise? 

An Escapist Cult? 

In Spanish-speaking countries, where 
most of the people happen to belong to 
the Roman Catholic Communion, it is 
sometimes affirmed that Protestant Chris- 
tians in the United States have made an 
escapist cult of Easter. The form of its 
celebration is due, it is said, to an intense 
dislike of suffering and of all the trap- 
pings and vestments of death. It is 
pointed out that rarely in our church 
premises is any canvas found which de- 
picts the excruciating pain of the Re- 
deemer, but only portraits that set forth 
his calm control of hostile circumstances 
and his triumph over pain and death. 
Attention is drawn to the high develop- 
ment in our country of the mortician’s art, 
and to the bright colors and gay flowers 
that abound at funerals. Our Easter 
celebration, it is alleged, is no more than 
a joyous release from the high tension 
of the Lenten season. With fashion 
parades on village streets and on the 
boulevards of great cities, the last shades 
of night are banished. Henceforth, death 
and all the works of darkness will be dis- 
guised by the arts of life and light. 


We may reject this view of us as 
sheer travesty but we should nonethe- 
less ponder it thoughtfully. 

Those who make this criticism prefer 
to retain as the central symbol of their 
Holy Week the agony and squalor of 
unrelieved suffering. These are truer, 
they say, to the core of the Christian 
religion and to the grim realities of 
human life and history. Let these dev- 
otees of the Spanish Christ remember 
and reflect, however, that in one of the 
greatest centers of their religious faith, 
Seville in Andalusia, Easter Sunday is 
greeted by the first great bullfight of the 
season. The gore and the shouting which 
marked the scene around the Crucified 
are carried forward into the tumultous 
arena that greets the “toro bravo” (the 
“wild bull”) which is foredoomed to 
die. 

It should not be forgotten, too, that 
in the world of Spanish Christianity, 
where are found many of the most cele- 
brated creations of pictorial art, there 
is not a single canvas of the Resurrection. 
In this tradition Christ Crucified bowed 
himself quite literally out of history. The 
saving event whereby he died for sin is 
reenacted liturgically by the church in 


the eucharistic sacrifice. But the Risen 
One who was “dead and is alive for- 
evermore,” shall no longer participate 
directly in human affairs. He passes 
from the cross to the judgment throne. 
No Separation 

Christianity is ill-served by any at- 
tempt, by whomsoever made, to separate 
the cross and the resurrection. Neither 


one can be interpreted alone, but only in 
the light of the other. 


Participation in the thrill and splen- 
dor of an Easter festival, let us Amer- 
ican Protestants remember, can easily 
become a substitute for participation 
in the life and on-going purpose of the 
living Christ. 

Indeed, mere concentration upon re- 
ligious observance of any kind, whereby 
Christianity tends to be reduced to an 
aesthetic experience, can easily become 
a betrayal of the religion of the resur- 
rection. 

It is not enough to bow our heads, 
or lift them up, at the portrayal or re- 
membrance of the central verities of the 
faith. It is necessary that we engage 
in a true conversation with the Crucified 
and Risen One, and that we commit our 
lives to him forever. 

There is always real danger that Chris- 
tian worshippers re-echo a famous saying 
of Voltaire. When the famous skeptic 
was charged that he had been seen to 
bow at the passing of a religious proces- 
sion, he replied, “We salute but we do 
not speak.” 


A Permanent Cross 


Sobered by these reflections, let us 
look at the Easter celebration. There 
are two facets of our Easter faith which 
call for special emphasis. The first is 
the permanent place of the cross in the 
resurrection life. The second is the in- 
dissoluble continuity between the pattern 
of Christ’s earthly life and his activity 
as the risen Lord. 

When the question is asked: For what 
is Christ risen? The answer is this: 
Christ is risen that he might reign from 
the Cross. The Cross is the place where 
the sin of man and the love of God met in 
redemptive encounter. It is also the 
symbol of struggle and suffering in the 
Christian’s life. 

It was Paul’s deep yearning to “know 
Christ and the power of his resurrection” 
in order that he might be able to “‘share 
his suffering, becoming like him in his 
death.” He craved the power of the 
risen Christ to help him in his spiritual 
struggle and to carry his own personal 
cross! 
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A man in the modern era who had a 
deep insight into the abiding significance 
of the cross, and for whom it was life’s 
truest and most creative symbol, was the 
Spanish writer, Miguel de Unamuno. 
When our civilization was still basking 
in its Victorian era and was being doped 
into security by the idea of inevitable 
progress. Unamuno wrote his famous 
Tragic Sense of Life, just two years be- 
fore the outbreak of the First World War. 
The visitor to the old university of Sala- 
manca is startled when he looks at the 
bust of the great Basque writer which 
stands at the head of a stairway. En- 
graven over the heart in the bronze figure 
which commemorates Spain’s greatest lit- 
erary figure since Cervantes, he sees the 
figure of a cross. 

“Unless a grain of wheat falls into the 
earth and dies,” said Jesus, “it remains 
alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” 
This is the revolutionary Christian truth 
that goes far beyond the insight of Greek 
sage or Hebrew prophet. By rising again 
from the dead, by his victory over death, 
Christ, in the words of Unamuno, ‘‘made 
death our mother.” 

What, to the purely secular eye, ap- 
pears to be nothing more than world re- 
nunciation stands forth in the light of 
the resurrection as world transformation. 
Because Christ is risen, earthly values 
sacrificed for the sake of Christ and the 
gospel give birth to a new order of values. 
Now, as ever, men must lose their lives 
to find them. 


An Abiding Pattern 

But once again. For what is Christ 
risen? The answer is: Christ is risen 
that his earthly life might become the 
abiding pattern for every Christian life. 

The words and spirit of the Hallelujah 
Chorus are gloriously true. Christ is, 
in very truth, “King of Kings, and Lord 
of Lords.” True is it also that “he shall 
reign forever and ever.” A majestic, 
omnipotent Christ is the central fact, the 
adamantine pivot of history. The Risen 
One is no merely immortal spirit; he is 
no benignly beneficent ghost; he is the 
organ of almighty power and wisdom for 
the future life of mankind. 

Christians are called to be “Christ’s 
men and women.” That is their voca- 
tion. But how shall they know what 
Christ is like if they are to follow him 
and obey his imperious mandate to make 
disciples of all nations? He is the Christ 
of Judea and Galilee; he is the Christ of 
the conversations and friendships record- 
ed in the Gospels. The risen Christ 
does not cease to be in spirit what he 
always was, the lover of simple people 
and the Savior of the lost. He is the 
Christ of the little acts of kindness and 
the mighty acts of healing. Above all 
he is the Christ of matchless faith in 
God. The resurrection has sanctified 
these forever and made them the pattern 
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and norm for Christian thought and be- 
havior. 


The power of the resurrection is be- 
stowed upon Christians in order that 
they may be inspired in the pattern 
of Christ’s earthly life. 


All those odds and ends in his life 
which seem to build up to no climax, 
those chances and changes that appear 
in the gospel narrative, the choices he 
had to make, the temptations he had to 
face, the conversations he held with plain 
people, his saving encounters with seek- 
ing souls, his communion with the Father, 
these all become the very stuff out of 
which the Kingdom of God is formed. 

Because Christ is risen there can be 
no permanent antinomy between self-real- 
ization and the good of all. For that 
reason the communist view of society is 
wrong. ‘There will always be, however, 
a place in life for holy anger and a blaz- 
ing devotion to justice. In the figure of 
the Christ, before whose flaming eye and 
uplifted lash irreverent and avaricious 
men, betrayers of true religion and ex- 
ploiters of simple folk scurried out of 
the temple, the symbol and hope of ulti- 
mate justice stands boldly forth. 

He who through devotion to the risen 
Christ “seeks those things which are 
above”’ will continue to be concerned over 
the welfare of all people, as individuals 
and as groups. He will recognize the 
dignity of the humblest human person- 


ality. He will not allow society or the 
state to exploit men and women for 
purely collective gain or progress. He 
will be a crusader for the proposition that 
souls are more important than civiliza- 
tions, and will proclaim that a civiliza- 
tion must be judged by the spiritual 
quality of the people it produces. Chris- 
tianity itself, as a religion, must also be 
judged by the contribution it makes to 
the development of persons in whom the 
spirit of the Cross and the power of the 
resurrection are equally real and regnant. 

What is more needed than anything 
else in the Christian church in our time 
is an experience of what it means to 
enter into union with the crucified and 
risen Christ. It is a paradox of Chris- 
tian faith, but a reality of Christian 
experience, that the Living Lord, he who 
“sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty,” lives also on the fron- 
tiers of earth. Let evangelical experience 
today re-echo the words of the medieval 
saint who said, ‘“‘He is closer to me than 
I myself.” 

The lordship of Christ must begin in 
the soul of the individual Christian be- 
fore it can become real in the church or 
in society. No word that Paul spoke, 
no affirmation of faith that he made, 
needs to be recovered with such urgency 
as this: “Christ lives in me.” This is 
the Christ of Galilee and Golgotha, the 
risen Christ who is “head over all things 


for the Church which is his Body.” 
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EDITORIAL 


Selling Broadcast Time 


Churches and church groups will do 
well not to purchase radio or television 
time for religious broadcasts. This is 
the considered judgment of the best in- 
formed religious broadcast people in the 
nation—the Broadcasting and Film Com- 
mission of the National Council of 
Churches. 

Instead of investing in the purchase of 
time, said the Commission, church people 
should insist that stations and networks 
make available desirable time without 
charge—as a public service. (The Fed- 
eral Communications Commission, in li- 
censing the radio-TV facilities, provides 
that due proportion of its schedule shall 
be used for non-commercial public serv- 
ice. ) 

The churches therefore ought to look 
upon their responsibility as that of pro- 
viding high quality programs (live, re- 
corded or on film) free as a public serv- 
ice. 

The Commission also offered another 
word of caution. It said, “If a commer- 
cial advertiser sponsors a religious per- 
sonality or program of a religious nature, 
the label of a denomination or other re- 
ligious body should not be attached as 
co-sponsor.”” The Commission noted that 
its own work is conducted in this manner. 





It is good to see the insistent urgency 
with which religious radio-TV people 
look upon their task. They are gratified 
at good developments, improvements in 
techniques, but they are far from satis- 
fied. S. Franklin Mack said, “We are 
convinced that just doing good things and 
doing them well is not enough. We have 
been asking ourselves and we ask you: 
What is the best?” 

The biggest problem, he said, “is not 
how to say it, but what should be said. 
What then should we be communicating? 
To whom? To what end? And in what 
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relationship to the program of the church 
for evangelism, for religious education 
and for worship?” 

These serious questions need to be 
asked and answered from the most exten- 
sive network to the smallest, most infre- 
quent broadcast in the most isolated com- 
munity in the land. 





| Wilbur La Roe Says: 


Cyprus. The kidnapping and exile 
by the British of Archbishop Makarios 
raises the question as to why the British 
did not kidnap and exile another bad 
rebel and terrorist named George Wash- 
ington. How fitting it is that the Greek 
patriots of Cyprus should appeal to the 
churches of the world for help! How 
long, O God, will the aspirations and the 
freedom of men suffer under the guns of 
empire ? 





A Warning. Church people must be 
awakened to the very dangerous trend in 
the explosive Near East as Russia sends 
guns and tanks to Egypt and as the non- 


Pattern to Follow 


For I have given you an example.— 
John 13:15. Read John 17:12-20. 


We are all creatures of imitation. 
Jesus knew it well. People, places, ex- 
periences and especially prayers, get 
built into us. The best process of child 
development is imitation. And this same 
process goes on in older life as well, so 
much so that the whole cultural pattern 
of a civilization is the continual pressure 
of an example. It is easily understood 
how Jesus set before his disciples the 
form of his being, keeping them in daily 
contact with himself. He was always 
making of himself an example. This is 
not to say our Lord was only that, for he 
was so much more we can only say, “My 
Lord, and my God”; but to those who 
walked with him and sought to know 
and do his will, his was the perfect de- 
sign for living. Hear him in this last 
circle say, ‘‘For their sakes . . . I conform 
to baptism to fulfill the law; I fight the 
tempter to assure courage; I wash their 
feet to teach humility; I sit at supper 
to show communion; I carry a Cross to 
lift up redeeming love.” 

His life continues, inherently, in those 
who take their pattern from him. It is 
the living picture the world sees. 

Lord Christ, we would fix our gaze 
upon thee to behold the image of the 
Father. May it be that as we steadfastly 
frame thee in our hearts, we may be 
changed into thy likeness. For thy 
Name’s sake. AMEN. 


—Worrorp C. Timmons in The Fellowship of 
Prayer. Distributed by the National Council of 
Churches. Copyright. Used by permission. 


Arab world gives moral and military aid 
to Israel. The danger is that there may 
be developing in the Near East another 
conflict of historic proportions between 
the Arab world and the so-called Chris- 
tian world. 


if | Were a Negro. How would I 
feel today if I were a Christian Negro 
of high integrity and leading a prayer 
life? Just how would I pray as I read in 
the papers of Sunday March 11 that Vir- 
ginia’s General Assembly has voted to 
ban athletic contests between Negro and 
white school children? I suppose my 
prayer would be that of many good Ne- 
groes today: “Dear Father, in the name 
of Jesus Christ, who died for us, breathe 
the spirit of our dear Lord into the minds 
and hearts of America’s leaders.” 
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Overcoming Ostacles 
In Being a Christian College 
By EUGENE CARSON BLAKE 


First, I suggest, a clear statement of 
the goal needs to be developed by the 
faculty and trustees and administration. 
Unless you know what you want to be, 
you will get insufficient help anywhere 
to survive. 

Again I suggest that a courageous at- 
tack upon the problem of holding, re- 
cruiting and compensating faculty is the 
most important task facing any institu- 
tion of higher learning. Again let me 
remind you that this is not wholly a 
matter of finance. But surely it is the 
most important financial need of every 
Christian college. Adequate _ salaries, 
adequate academic respect and freedom, 
a decent teaching load, encouragement 
towards all scholarly pursuits, the lodg- 
ing of responsibility for curriculum im- 
provement in the lap of the faculty itself 
where it belongs—these are some obvious 
primary aims that must be pursued. And, 
dare I say it, that all these are really 
more important than the projects for non- 
academic equipment that so many admin- 
istrators and boards of trustees regard as 
priorities. 

Finally having clearly seen your goal, 
and beginning to take the steps to achieve 
a faculty that alone can bring you to that 
goal, is it not true that the other most 
important activity is to tell your story 
clearly and courageously to the consti- 
tuency you have and would serve? I am 
sure there is sufficient money and general 
support for a Christian—yes, Presbyte- 
rian—college that respects itself and 
knows what it is and what it wants to be. 
DR. BLAKE outlined these steps in overcom- 
ing obstacles in developing a Christian col- 
lege recently in an address at Park College. 
He is stated clerk of the Presbyterian, USA, 


General Assembly, and president of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches. 
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WHOSE BRANCHES? 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


John 12:13. 


OMEBODY’S PALM TREES must 

have looked in bad shape by that 
Sunday afternoon. Crowds, we are told, 
stripped branches from the palm trees 
and went out to meet Jesus, waving the 
branches, shouting his praises, and 
throwing branches and garments down in 
the road in front of him. 

The clothing may have been returned 
to the owners; but not the palm branches. 
Whose trees did they come from? It is 
highly unlikely that any of those trees 
were owned or so much as rented by the 
men who stripped them. The crowd was 
mostly from a distance, and if country 
roads then were as they are now, the 
people who own the roadside acres seldom 
live by that roadside. The crowd was 
celebrating with stolen branches. Quite 
possibly some of the trees were ruined al- 
together, very probably many of them 
were denuded to the point of bedraggled 
ugliness. 

Waving hallelujah-greetings with some- 
body else’s palm branches. . . . It gives 
one something to think about. Don’t we 
do it too? 


E DO IT when we enforce our en- 

thusiasm on other people. If any 
of those festal branches were offered by 
the owners, or waved by them, that was 
fine. If the passing crowd turned vandals 
in a good cause, that was not so fine. We 
have every right, as Christians, to be 
enthusiastic about Jesus. We have no 
right to force others to appear to share 
our enthusiasm. Perhaps it can never 
really be done, but it is tried. Centuries 
ago it was the custom among the ortho- 
dox to baptize a few Jews every year, in 
the public square, willy-nilly, thus mak- 
ing “Christians” out of them. 

It may be doubted whether the Jews 
shared the enthusiasm of the dunking 
friars. We do not indulge in such violent 
proselyting nowadays. But parents have 
been known to drag their children into 
practices which, while Christian, can 
never be engaged in except on personal 
enthusiasm. This writer recalls a little 
boy and girl who at the Sunday school 
Christmas party were required by their 
parents to take an orange apiece, and 
then put it back, so that they would learn 
to practice self-denial. Well, they learn- 
ed it but thev didn’t like it, and they 
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unlearned it as soon as they could. There 
was another strong-minded Christian 
couple who used to drag their daughter 
to every meeting that opened a door at 
Montreat for a long month. The daugh- 
ter’s palm branch withered; she grew up 
with a distinct and biting dislike for the 
organized Christian church. “Oh, I am 
sure you will be happy to do this,” we 
sing, as we pull off the children’s little 
palm branches. But a tree will not grow 
if it is pruned too much too soon. 


NOTHER error of the same kind 

is committed when we let someone 
else furnish the sacrifice while we furnish 
only the hallelujahs. Now a hallelujah 
is inexpensive, indeed it may give the 
vocal cords useful exercise. But palms 
are not inexpensive, they cost real money. 
Every church—every good church—has 
some people whose sacrifices are more 
admired than imitated. Some people love 
to have a minister to whom money is no 
object. It enables them to underpay him 
with a good conscience. Some people 
love to tell the minister, when he suggests 
that their services could be used, about 
So-and-so who “would just love” to do 
it. There have been church members 
who would brag about their church’s 
benevolent giving—a generosity that they 
themselves did not share. There are 
people who fete returned missionaries, 
loudly rejoicing that their church has 
such self-sacrificing representatives over- 
seas, but seldom going over the line of 
self-interest themselves. 

The preacher himself is guilty of this 
waving of “borrowed” palm branches, 
when he is eager to avail himself of 
other men’s labors in Bible study with- 
cut ever embarking o on some serious study 











on his independent own. Better a bor- 
rowed branch than none at all, maybe; 
but better is a rather dry branch from 
one’s own tree than a green and luxuriant 
one for which some better orchardist de- 
serves the credit. 


OSSIBLY a whole church is plan- 

ning its program may be guilty of 
the kind of thing we mean. No church 
lives alone; around it are all the activities 
of a busy community. There have been 
churches whose program-planners in their 
enthusiasm paid no attention to other 
programs that might be going on, special 
occasions, school celebrations, visiting 
notables, and the like. It is right to say 
that the church come first. It is hardly 
right to claim that our own particular 
congregation has the right to treat all 
other interests as if they did not exist. 


However, it must be admitted freely 
that there are real necessities for bor- 
rowed palm-branches. What would we 
do for hymns if we could borrow no 
words, no music, and had to produce both 
in our own church? What would we do 
at all for words with which to praise God 
if we did not have the treasures of the 
Psalms and the Epistles? How could 
we speak of God if we did not dare to 
borrow the phrases and the very ideas 
out of the Bible? All this, however, is 
a different kind of thing, for the hymn- 
writer is pleased that his poem finds 
many responsive hearts. The Bible cries 
out to be used. And neither the hymn- 
writers nor the inspired “holy men of 
old” are the poorer for so many bor- 
rowers. It is only when our own enthu- 
siasm feeds on the sacrifice of others, 
only when we try to drag others into 
experiences they do not really feel nor 
appreciate, that we become ridiculous— 
or worse; for God cannot rightly be 
praised by anything that hurts other 
persons; and stealing is a sin even when 
done to the tune of hallelujahs. 
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Southern Ministers Are 
Attacked by Segregationists 


MEMPHIs, TENN. (RNS)—Southern 
clergymen were one of the chief targets 
of speakers at a county-wide pro-segre- 
gation rally here attended by some 800 
persons. 

Newspapers and “moderate”’ 
cians also came under fire. 

H. W. Fancher of Minter, Ala., author 
of several pro-segregation pamphlets, 
scored the “general indifference to the 
threat of integration’? shown by Southern 
clergymen. 

Curt Copeland of Little Rock, Ark., 
declared that Southern ministers are “‘so 
carried away with this ‘brotherhood’ mess 
of trash that they haven’t got the guts 
to preach the doctrine of segregation, 
which is the doctrine of God.” 

He described the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People 
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as ‘the worst organization to come along 
since the one that crucified Christ and— 
I might as well say it— it’s the same or- 
ganization.” 


Two Months’ Receipts 

Presbyterian, U. S., benevolences re- 
ported through February 29 are shown 
below. Figures in parentheses are the 
amounts reported at the same time last 
year. 

Annuities and Relief (Atlanta), $64,- 
601; 15% of the year’s budget; last year: 
($36,188). 

Christian Education (Richmond), $22,- 
984; 4.3% ($13,530). 


Church Extension (Atlanta), $51,833; 
3.7% ($40,067). 

General Fund (Atlanta), 534,064; 
4.02% ($29,018); Interchurch agencies, 


$1,318; 6.13% ($769). 
World Missions (Nashville), 
7.61% ($158,623). 


Texas Council Stresses 
Integration Effort 


San ANTONIO, TEX. (RNS)—Resolu- 
tions condemning racial discrimination 
and expressing “humiliation” over an 
alleged “‘lack of concern for integration” 
shown by some state officials were adopt- 
ed by the Texas Council of Churches at 
its annual meeting here. 

The council also called upon members 
of its 11 affiliated Protestant denomina- 
tions to “fight the doctrine of interposi- 
tion” being advocated in some southern 
states as a means of avoiding compliance 


$251,236; 


with the U.S. Supreme Court ban on seg- 
regation in the schools. 

“We rejoice that there are in the State 
of Texas many communities which have 
gone on a completely integrated basis,” 
the resolutions said. “But we have been 
disturbed by certain recent trends indi- 
cating opposition to compliance with the 
Supreme Court ruling.” 

Richard A. Farnsworth, Houston con- 
tractor and former Moderator of the Pres- 
byterian, U.S., Synod of Texas, was 
elected president of the council. He is 
the first layman chosen to fill the post. 


Church Women Make 
Strong Statement 


San ANTONIO, TEX. (RNS)—United 
Church Women of Texas adopted a res- 
olution calling upon Christian women of 
the state to work for the abolition of “any 
law that requires segregation or any form 
of discrimination based on race, color or 
creed.” 

The action was taken at the annual 
meeting here of the interdenominational 
Protestant organization. 

The group urged all women to ask the 
legislature and state officials to speed 
such action. 

Calling discrimination ‘contrary to 
the will of God,” the delegates said 
Christian women should “build fellow- 
ship without barriers” in the local church 
and “‘secure justice and opportunity for 
all people in the community and nation.” 
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JULY 30-AUGUST 31, 1956 


SEE OUR CHURCH AT WORK ABROAD AND ALSO ENJOY 
—the beauty of new lands 


—vacation with a purpose—travel with a plus —travel with congenial like-minded 


—visit many types of Presbyterian Mission work people . 

—dguidance of an experienced leader 
—meet leaders of the Presbyterian Church in Mexico and Brazil —special rate for group travel 
Mexico portion (Houston to Houston) $180 Panama through rest of tour $1138 Full tour (Houston to Miami) $1318 
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THE SOUTH: An Edu cational Opportunity 


Presbyterian church leaders pioneered in found- 
ing colleges across the South. Conditions under 
which they labored were rugged, indeed, compared 
to the prosperous South of today. 


And today, will Presbyterians forgo the oppor- 
tunity to do big things in education? 


The South needs dynamic leadership to reach its 
potentials and to assure for its people the blessings 
of its expanding economy. But material assets are 
relatively unimportant compared to the welfare of 
its youth. 


Rising per capita income is being accompanied 
by accumulations of wealth by individuals and busi- 
ness firms. New foundations are being established. 
National foundations are interested in the South. 
Because the importance of keeping a balance be- 
tween tax-supported and private colleges is realized, 
support for our church colleges may be expected to 
increase if our leaders are alert to the possibilities. 


Tax-supported institutions of the South are being 
given larger and larger appropriations. But there 
are strong indications that many of the universities 
may have to limit enrollments to the number for 
whom adequate laboratory facilities can be pro- 
vided. The South will need all of its institutions, 
and more. 


Our Church must recognize its responsibility to 
provide for its own colleges and support a Christian 
program on other campuses. While dollar support 
has risen, dropping dollar value has wiped out much 
of this gain. 


Maintaining strong liberal arts colleges, small 
enough to be intimately Christian, is one of the great 
missions of our Church. And these colleges must 
continue to provide much of the trained leadershp 
of our denomination. 


The very fact of their being church colleges gives 
Christian witness in education——a factor which ed- 
ucation cannot afford to be without. 





Write for information about Presbyterian colleges and Seminaries 


PRESBYTERIAN EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF THE SOUTH 


Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





ty 


veing 
there 
sities 
r for 

pro- 
ions, 


ty to 
stian 


pport 


nuch 


small 


great 
must 


ershp 


gives 
h ed- 


TH 


LOOK 





The Church and the Holy Spirit 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for April 8, 1956 
Acts 1-2; Print 1:6-8; 2:22-33 


We begin this week a series of studies 
in the Book of Acts. In his first volume— 
the Gospel which bears his name—Luke 
deals with the things that Jesus began 
to do and teach (Acts 1:1); in the pres- 
ent volume he deals with the things that 
the risen Christ continued to do and 
teach through the Holy Spirit. It is 
proper, therefore, that our first study in 
this book should center on the church 
and the Holy Spirit. 

The Spirit was promised, it is impor- 
tant to observe, in connection with what 
we term the Great Commission. 


I. The Holy Spirit and the Great 

Commission 

In one of his post-resurrection ap- 
pearances, the disciples asked Jesus, 
“Lord, will you at this time restore the 
Kingdom to Israel?” We are surprised 
that this question was asked at this stage 
of their development, but we can be grate- 
ful that it was raised, for it reflects three 
erroneous opinions about the Kingdom 
which in one form or another linger still. 
There was a misunderstanding first re- 
garding the recipients of the Kingdom. 
The disciples thought that the Kingdom 
was to be given to Israel, as some today 
think it belongs to their nation, their race, 
their class, or, it may even be, to their 
single denomination. There was mis- 
understanding again about the time of 
the Kingdom’s coming. They thought, 
as many since have thought, that the 
Kingdom would come in its consum- 
mated form in their own generation. But 
almost two thousand years have passed 
and the Kingdom in its final form has 
not yet arrived. There was misunder- 
standing finally about the agent through 
whom the Kingdom was to come. They 
thought that there was nothing for them 
to do, that Christ would bring in the 
Kingdom unaided and alone; but Christ 
was thinking of the part they—and others 
—must play before he returned in the 
glory of the angels, and so he replied: “It 
is not for you to know times or seasons, 
which the Father has fixed by his own 
authority.” 

Despite these words, all through his- 
tory, especially in times of crisis, there 
have been Christians sure that they knew 
the one thing which Jesus tells us here 
that it is not intended for us to know, the 
one thing which he acknowledged that 
he himself did not know (Mark 13:32). 
The attempt to fix times and seasons may 
help to keep alive the promise that Jesus 
will return, but it leads to a distorted 
view of the gospel. Perhaps that is why 
Jesus said, “It is not for you to know 
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times or seasons which the Father has 
fixed by his own authority. But you 
shall receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you; and you shall be my 
witnesses... .” 

Whatever else the Holy Spirit may 
mean, it does mean power, and that 
power, it is important to observe, is link- 
ed to a task. As Halford E. Luccock 
has written: 

“One truth gleams brightly and steadily 
in the record of the Book of Acts... . It 
is that the pentecostal power was given 
to the company when they faced the Pen- 
tecostal task. The two go together and 
always. ... Power is given to a church 
when it faces the task which God has 
laid upon it, and goes to work on it. 
Power is never achieved when pursued for 
itself. In the economy of God, as we have 
glimpses of it in the Bible, power always 
goes with a commission. It came to the 
disciples at Pentecost; it comes to any- 
one whenever he squarely faces an under- 
taking for God. To receive power we 
need to tackle something for which we 
need the power of God.” 

“You shall be my witness in Jerusa- 
lem. . . .” Jerusalem was the religious 
capital of the Jewish people; it was the 
home of Jesus’ enemies; it was the place 
where he had been crucified and buried. 
It was, therefore, the strategic place for 
them to begin. (The strategic place—our 
Jerusalem—may be in the home, in the 
office, in the press, through the pen, in 
the political life of the nation, in its 
economic life, among the fine arts, on 
the stage, as a lawyer, a doctor, a minis- 
ter, a teacher, a business man, an in- 
dustrialist. ) 

“And in all Judea and Samaria... .” 
In the Greek these two terms are brack- 
eted together and, we may surmise, for 
a purpose. In Jesus’ time the Jews hated 
and despised the Samaritans and the 
Samaritans repaid their scorn with in- 
terest. The feud which began in Old 
Testament times had been transmitted 
from one generation to another for five 
hundred years, one of the longest and 
most bitter feuds in all of history. And 
now Jesus tells his disciples that they are 
to be his witnesses not only among the 
Tews but also among the Samaritans. It 
is as though he said: 

“You cannot hope to win the world for 
me, if you do not win those near at home. 
You cannot hope to persuade men in other 
lands that you have the gospel of man’s 
redemption, the secret of human brother- 
hood, the formula for achieving peace on 
earth and goodwill among men, if it does 
not have the power to end the estrange- 
ment that exists here at home, to resolve 
the hate, the bitterness, the prejudice that 
exists between you and the Samaritans.” 


It is as though he might sav to us, 


“You cannot hope to persuade men that 
you have the key to the world’s ills, the 
answer to men’s needs, you cannot hope 
to win men of all lands, including black 
men and yellow men to Christ, if the gos- 
pel does not prove that it has the power to 
break down the barriers of class and race 
in your own land.” In fact he did say 
something of this sort. ‘By this,” he 
declared, “all men will know that you 
are my disciples, if you have love for 
one another” (John 13:35). 

“And to the ends of the earth.” The 
church’s mission has no_ geographic 
limits. It must be world-wide, or it is 
not inspired by Christ. And our mission 
is not merely to witness to Christ, but 
to win men to him, to win men in all 
lands, and to teach them to observe all 
things which he has commanded us” 
(Matthew 28:19-20). 

This task the disciples were to under- 
take and carry on, not in their own 
strength, but in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Il. The Holy Spirit and the 

Believer 

The disciples returned to the upper 
room, we read, where Jesus had instituted 
the Lord’s Supper, and spent ten days in 
earnest and united prayer. On the tenth 
day, the day of Pentecost, there was a 
sound as of rushing wind, tongues as of 
fire appeared over the head of the dis- 
ciples, the Holy Spirit came upon them, 
and they spoke in other tongues. These 
unusual phenomena attracted throngs of 
people, including pilgrims to Jerusalem 
from all quarters o the globe. They were 
all amazed and perplexed, saying to one 
another, “What does this mean?” But 
others mocking said, “They are filled 
with new wine.” 

Peter recognized his opportunity. “I 
will tell you what this means,” he said. 
“We are not drunk. It is just nine 
o’clock in the morning and too early for 
that. It is rather what Joel, the prophet, 
foretold would come to pass.” 

To appreciate the reference and the 
quotation that follows (2:17-21) we need 
to recall that in the Old Testament the 
Holy Spirit was given to rare individuals 
here and there and only for specific tasks. 
Joel, one of the last of the Old Testament 
prophets, predicted that the time would 
come when the Holy Spirit would be made 
available to all men, without distinction 
of sex (“your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy”—i.e., make known the 
will of God), without distinction of age 
(“your young men shall see visions and 
your old men shall dream dreams”) and 
without distinction of class or caste (“on 
my menservants and my maidservants” 
—even on bond servants and slaves—‘“I 
will pour out my Spirit”). That time, 
said Peter, has now arrived. The Holy 
Spirit is now available to all—men and 
women, young and old, privileged and 
underprivileged. But, as he proceeds 
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to point out, there is a condition. And 
that they—and we—might understand 
what that condition is, he begins to 
speak of Jesus. 


“Men of Israel, hear these words: 
Jesus of Nazareth, a man. . . .” What- 
ever else Jesus was, he certainly was a 
man, linked to us with the bonds of 
humanity. Peter began here because it 
was a fact that could not be denied. 
Everyone knew that there had been a 
person, Jesus, who lived in Nazareth, 
a real man who had recently been put to 
death on the cross. Everyone today knows 
that Jesus was a man, but some seem to 
think that his humanity was swallowed 
up in his divinity. We must not forget 
that Jesus was first of all a man. He 
was, however, “a man attested to you 
by God,” the only person that ever lived 
who was so attested, whose life was such 
that God could give it his complete and 
absolute approval, not only man, but per- 
fect man. 


“A man attested to you by God with 
mighty works and wonders and signs. . .” 
Peter is appealing here to the miracles 
which Jesus had wrought, which many 
of his hearers had seen, and which even 
his enemies were forced to acknowledge 
(Mark 3:22). The first word, “mighty 
works,” points to the divine power mani- 
fested in them, the second word, “won- 
ders,” called attention to the effect pro- 
duced by this power upon the minds of 
the people; the last word, “signs,” has 
reference to the ultimate meaning of these 
miracles, they were signs that God him- 
self was working in and through Christ. 
As Peter phrases it, they were “signs 
which God did through him in your 
midst.” 

“Tf for a moment (this) statement 
seems as though it were robbing Jesus 
of some dignity,” writes G. Campbell 
Morgan (The Acts of the Apostles), “let 
us remember that he himself said, ‘I do 
nothing of myself; I work the works of 
him that sent me.’ The works which 
became wonders and were signs were 
wrought by God, but they were wrought 
by God through him. This man of 
Nazareth was the instrument through 
whom God wrought. The Man of Naza- 
reth was a fitting and perfect instrument 
of God; was a being absolutely at the 
disposal of God, through whom God 
could exercise his powers, produce his 
wonders, give his signs. . . . That is the 
difference between Jesus and ourselves on 
the level of humanity. We are men; so 
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was he. We are imperfect; he was per- 
fect. God cannot do through us all his 
work. Jesus was so absolutely perfect 
as an instrument that through him God 
could work through him for the salva- 
tion of men, that Jesus himself could 
say, ““He who has seen me has seen the 
Father” (John 14:9). 

Peter passes from the life of Jesus to 
his death. This was the stumbling block 
for the Jews. If Jesus was attested by 
God, how could he have been put to death 
as a criminal? Peter does not minimize 
the crime or the responsibility of those 
who participated in his crucifixion— 
“You crucified and killed (him) by the 
hands of lawless men.” But, said Peter, 
this was done “according to the definite 
plan and foreknowledge of God.” It 
all fitted into his plan for the salvation 
of men. 

But there is something more to be 
taken into account, and here we come 
to the heart and center of Peter’s argu- 
ment. All his hearers knew that Jesus 
of Nazareth had lived, had performed 
miracles, and had died upon the cross; 
but most of them thought that this was 
the end. That is why Peter devoted 
more than half of his remarks about 
Jesus to a proclamation of the resurrec- 
tion. So far as we know, this was the 
first public proclamation of that fact 
to others than believers. It was made at 
a time when it was still possible to test 
the statement, to examine witnesses, and 
to expose fraud, if there had been any 
fraud to expose. The Christian move- 
ment would have collapsed immediately 
if only someone had produced the body 
of Jesus. 

Peter gives three reasons for believ- 
ing in the resurrection. First, it was 
inevitable. “It was not possible for him 
to be held by it.” The emphasis is on 


the two pronouns—“him” and “‘it.’”’ As 
George Matheson said, “There is no 


miracle in the resurrection of Christ. 
There would have been a miracle if he 
had not risen.” In raising Christ ‘‘God 
loosed the pangs of death.” Says Rack- 
ham: 

“We are to conceive of Hades as tra- 
vailing with the millions of dead souls in 
her womb. When Jesus—the first be- 
gotten of the dead—was brought forth 
from the tomb, the travail pangs were 
loosed, and now the way is open for others 
to follow.” 

Peter gives a second reason for believ- 
ing in the resurrection: Jt was the ful- 
fillment of prophecy. In the 16th psalm 
David reputedly had said, “Thou wilt 
not abandon my soul to Hades, nor let 
thy Holy One see corruption.” Origi- 
nally the psalm expressed the writer’s 
confidence that he himself would be de- 
livered from death (Hades, as in the rsv, 
is the correct term, not Hell, as in the 
KJv. Hades was the place of death, not 
the place of torment). It is plain how- 
ever that David’s experience did not ex- 


haust the meaning of the psalm. It 
must, therefore, have a final fulfillment 
in the experience of the Messiah. Behind 
the psalm and Peter’s use of it lies the 
fundamental idea that God cannot finally 
abandon or forsake one with whom he 
has entered into sacred covenant rela- 
tions. 

In vs. 32 Peter gives his third reason 
for believing in the resurrection: He 
and his fellow-believers had seen the 
risen Christ and were prepared to bear 
witness to that fact. The “all” refers 
to the whole group present, 120 in num- 
ber (Acts 1:15). They had seen him 
after he had risen, and had been con- 
vinced, even the doubters among them, 
that Jesus had in reality risen from the 
dead. 

But why was it that Jesus who had 
been raised from the dead could no longer 
be seen by the people generally? The 
resurrection, Peter explained, was only 
the first step. Jesus had ascended into 
the heavens and was now exalted at the 
right hand of God. Peter did not mean 
that Jesus was literally seated at the right 
hand of God, but rather that he was now 
exalted to the place of supreme power 
in the universe. And that is not all. 
“Being therefore exalted at the right 
hand of God and having received from 
the Father the promise of the Holy 
Spirit, he has poured out this which you 
see and hear (i.e., the Pentecost phe- 
nomena which has excited their curi- 
osity). In other words, the risen and 
ascended Christ was present in their 
midst, empowering them by his Spirit to 
witness for him by word and deed. 

“Let all the house of Israel therefore 
know assuredly,” Peter concluded, “that 
God has made him both Lord and Christ, 
this Jesus whom you crucified.” The 
term “Lord” is used here, as in the 
Septuagint and in the popular mystery 
religions of the day, to describe divinity. 
Jesus, said Peter, is not only the prom- 
ised Messiah or Savior (Christ) but also 
our divine Lord—not only perfect man, 
but also perfect God. 

His hearers, we read, were cut to the 
heart, and they said to Peter and to the 
rest of the apostles, “Brethren, what shall 
we do?” And Peter replied, “Repent 
and be baptized. . . .” The emphasis is 
not on the physical act of baptism, but 
on the spiritual reality for which it 
stands. “Repent and be baptized. every 
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of your sins; and you 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 

Here we come to the real significance 
of Pentecost. God’s power is available, 
God the Holy Spirit is himself present 
and ready to bear his fruit in our lives 
and equip us for his service (Acts 1:8; 
Gal. 5:22-23) if we repent and are bap- 
tized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 


forgiveness of our sins. 


Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 
sion of Fduecation, National Council of Churches, Scrip 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


BULWARK NEVER FAILING. By John R. 
Gunn; Richard R. Smith, Publisher, Inc., 
Ringe, N. H.. 157 pp.; $2.50. 

Bulwark Never Failing contains 111 
short, interesting sermons written orig- 
inally for a daily column in a newspaper. 
They are brief, down-to-earth devotionals 
on many themes, most of them dealing 
with the faith and trust which may be 
ours as we truly live the Christian life. 
Many of the selections will be helpful as 
devotionals, either private or for groups. 
Some may serve as “‘sermon starters” for 
the preacher. They are all well done and 
make for inspiring reading. 

James W. WITHERSPOON. 
Beckley, W. Va. 

CLEVER INTRODUCTIONS FOR CHAIR- 
MEN. Lawrence M. Brings. T. S. Denison & 
Co., Minneapolis, Minn. 416 pp., $4.50. 

This book is in its second edition in a 
little more than a year following publica- 
tion but it obviously can’t be because of 
the “clever” introductions of ministers 
in it. It is only fair to say that the 
others are better, on the whole, for the 
threadbare stories used to introduce min- 
isters and the offensive and almost in- 
variable use of “Reverend Anderson” 
leave much to be desired. Even if the 
stories are worn out, it may be _per- 
missible to use them on the assurance of 
experts that in every audience there is 
somebody who never has heard any- 
thing before. 

Many of these introductions will 
doubtless be an improvement on some 
stumbling efforts but some of them can 
also be improved by a good dose of in- 
dividuality. 

There is an important 20-page intro- 
ductory section filled with suggestions 
for the presiding officer. Everybody has 
been in meetings where he has doubtless 
wished that just such advice as offered 
here had been heeded. 

THE RHYTHM WAY TO FAMILY HAP- 
PINESS. John P. Murphy and John D. Laux. 


Practical Publishers, Ithaca, N. Y., 200 pp., 
no price listed. 





This is the second edition of a man- 
ual published in 1950 showing the 
“rhythm” method of birth control— ap- 
proved by all churches. It is written by 
a physician and a medical economist. 
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BOOKS RECEIVED 


The Will to Believe. Marcus Bach. Pren- 
tice-Hall Inc., N. Y. $3.95. 

Writing for the Religions Market. Edited 
by Roland E. Wolseley. Association Press, 
N. Y. $4.00. 





Epistle to the Skeptics. David Wesley 
Soper. Association Press, N. Y. $2.50. 

Guidance to the Study of the New Testa- 
ment. Thomas Meadows. Vantage Press, 
Ine., N. ¥Y. $4.75. 

Church School Prayers. Marjory Louise 
Bracher. Muhlenburg Press, Philadelphia. 
$1.25. 





An “expert” gives the word 


Church Ushers Are Told 


Datias, TEX. (RNS)—Church ushers 
should not embrace the ladies, tell fish 
stories during the sermon or “snooper- 
vise” the collection plate, an expert ad- 
vised here. 

E. M. Hosman of Omaha, Nebr., dean 
of the School for Church Ushers, was in 
Dallas to conduct a course in how ushers 
can win friends in the congregation and 
help churchgoers toward a satisfying ex- 
perience of worship. 

Ushers from 49 churches of this area 
signed up for the course at First Metho- 
dist church. 

Mr. Hosman is a great believer in 
having trained and thoughtful people on 
hand to engineer the movement of crowds. 

He said that ushers could have pre- 
vented or minimized the recent fire trage- 
dy at a church social near Baltimore, Md., 
which claimed ten lives. 


Not for Women 

Church ushering is not for women, 
Mr. Hosman believes. 

High heels slow them down, unsteady 
them, he said. Besides, most women are 
not strong enough to cope with such 
emergencies as a sudden illness where 
somebody has to be carried out of the 
church. 

The dean has strong views on the sub- 
ject of distracting influences in church 
which interfere with proper worship. 

He mentioned as examples: a beautiful 
blonde in the choir wearing pendulous 
sparkling earrings; and an usher noisily 


opening a window while the minister is 
preaching. 

Mr. Hosman said that when he began 
the school for ushers 15 years ago it was 
with the thought that churches could thus 
improve their public relations. ‘Banks 
and airlines have their front men, why 
not churches?” he observed. 

About 15,000 ushers have taken his 
course, which covers such points as prop- 
er dress, welcoming, helping the infirm, 
crying babies, the etiquette of handling 
the occasional drunk who wanders into 
church, what to do in emergencies like 
fire or illness. 


Some Don’‘ts 

His don’ts for ushers include these: 

Don’t shake hands unless a member 
wants to (a handshake can be excruciat- 
ingly painful to a person with arthritis) .* 

Don’t be a bird watcher “searching for 
pigeons on the rafters’ while the rest of 
the congregation is bowed in prayer. 

Don’t use the wet-thumb method in 
passing out programs. 

Don’t maul the women or soil immacu- 
late clothing with perspiring fingers. 

Don’t open church doors until the serv- 
ice is over, else people will leave early. 


“Churches spend too much money for 
good ministers, beautiful buildings and 
fine music to have some careless ushers 
ruin it all,’”’ Mr. Hosman said. 





*And even if you do, you don’t have to 
<o into a strong-man act; plenty of people 
with a mild form of arthritis want to 
shake hands without having a gripping 
contest.—Eds. 
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CHANGES 

Thomas C. Cook from Charleston, S. C., 
to the pastorate of the Bethel church, 
Walterboro, S. C. 

Henry Wade DuBose from Winter 
Haven, Fla., to the Laurinburg, N. C., 
church where he will supply the pulpit 
during the convalescence of S. H. Ful- 
ton. 

William Albert Smith, formerly of Pen- 
sacola, Fla., is now at Box 4499, Warring- 
ton, Fla. 

John R. King, fellowship student at 
Union Seminary in Virginia, is to become 
assistant pastor of the First church, 
Charlotte, N. C., next summer. 

Clarence K. Ale from Colonial Heights, 
Va., to Buchanan, Va., where he will en- 
gage in supply preaching. 


AWARDS 

A. T. Tomshany, Presbyterian minister 
of Kalkasha, Mich., was awarded first 
place ($1,000) by Freedoms Foundation, 
Inc., for his sermon on “Freedom’s 
Blessings and Freedom’s Strength.” Nine 
other Presbyterians won second place 
and honor awards. Another top ($1,000) 
award went to the Broadcasting and Film 
Commission of the National Council of 
Churches for its 16 mm. film, “In the Face 
of Jeopardy,” which shows how the im- 
pact of Christian missionaries has kept 
liberty alive in Southeast Asia. 


STEWART ITINERARY 

James S. Stewart, noted professor of the 
University of Edinburgh, is in this coun- 
try to deliver the Perkins Lectures at 
the First Methodist Church, Wichita 
Falls, Texas, and he will preach April 
1-6 at the Highland Park Presbyterian 
Church, Dallas, Texas. Other engagements 
include Southwestern Seminary, Ft. 
Worth; School of Theology, SMU, Dallas; 
and Austin College, Sherman, Texas. 


LIKE SON, LIKE FATHER 

William Curtis Gannaway, Sr., is re- 
versing the traditional like-father-like-son 
legend by following his son, William C., 
Jr., into the ministry. The son, who is 
married, is a second-year student at Louis- 
ville Seminary while his 53-year-old father 
has only recently left his business in 
Huntsville, Ala., to prepare for the minis- 
try. Mrs. Gannaway, Sr., bookkeeper in 
a Huntsville hospital, is to move to 
Louisville when living quarters are 
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HONORARY DEGREES 

Honorary Doctor of Divinity degrees 
to be awarded at Presbyterian College 
(S.C.,) at commencement (June 3-4) 
will go to: Isaac M. Bagnall, Bennetts- 
ville, S. C.,; William J. Hazelwood, De- 
catur, Ga.; Bonneau H. Dickson, Atlanta, 
Ga.; James McDowell Dick (Episco- 
palian), Raleigh, N. C.; and W. Ted Jones, 
Columbia, S. C. 


AUSTIN LECTURERS 

Lecturers chosen for Austin Seminary 
next year have been announced as fol- 
lows: Midwinter Series, Feb. 4-8: Daniel 
T. Jenkins of England; David R. Hunter, 
Greenwich, Conn.; and President Frank 
H. Caldwell, Louisville Seminary. Settles 
Lecturer, Jan., 1957: Geo. E. Sweazey, 
Pelham, N. Y. 


FURLOUGHS 

Dr. and Mrs. Sandy Marks and daughter, 
Katie, have returned to the Belgian 
Congo following an emergency health 
furlough in Richmond, Va. 

The Henry E. Presslys, Taxco, Mexico, 
will spend their furlough in Kingsville, 
Texas. 

N.C. C. J. 

Roy McCorkel, former director for 
CARE in Europe and India, has become 
director of the Commission on Religious 
Organizations of the National Conference 
of Christians and Jews, 43 W. 57th St., 
New York 19. 


SERMON CONTEST 

The Churchman, independent Episcopal 
paper, 118 E. 28th St., New York 16, is 
sponsoring a sermon contest on the theme 
of freedom of conscience. Anyone, minis- 
ter or not, may enter. The sermon must 
have been preached by the writer to 
a congregation prior to next July 1. 


90TH BIRTHDAY 

John Patrick Henry Schweitzer, pastor 
of the Corinthian Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, Philadelphia, for 62 years, recent- 


Chinese Prayors 
O God, | am as one hungry for rice, 
parched as one thirsty for tea—fill 


my so empty heart. 


—From The World at One in Prayer. 
Edited by Daniel J. Fleming, Harper and 
Bros., N. Y. 








ly celebrated his 90th birthday. He is 
thought to be the oldest active Presby- 
terian minister in the country. 


R. E. W. SPEAKERS 

Religious Emphasis Week speakers 
include: Lafayette College and University — 
of Vermont: John Paul Jones, Brooklyn, 
N. Y.; Georgia State College for Women: 
Lawrence I. Stell, Charlotte, N. C., David- 
son College: Ben Lacy Rose, Wimington, 
N. C.; Texas Tech: Tom B. Anderson, 
Lubbock, Texas. 


SHELDON JACKSON PRESIDENT 

R. Rolland Armstrong, field representa- 
tive for Presbyterian, USA, work in 
Alaska, will become president of Sheldon 
Jackson Junior College in Sitka early 
next summer, succeeding Roland B. 
Wurster, who is returning to the States 
after 19 years service. 


DCEs 

Ruby McDurmon, regional director of 
Christian education for the Synod of 
Oklahoma, from Ft. Worth, Texas, to 
719 E. Wynnewood St., Sulphur, Okla. 

Robert E. Fakkema, recreation leader, 
from Memphis, Tenn., to the First church, 
Baton Rouge, La. 





University of DUBUQUE 


Intellectually Vigorous . . Consciously Christian 
Fully Accredited College of 
Liberal Arts and Theological Seminary. 
In ite Second Century of Service. Under 
auspices of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A. 
WRITE: Admissions Department, University 
of Dubuque, Dubuque, lowa 
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John R. Cunningham, President 
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